There being no further business the meeting adjourned, the members having been entertained to tea by the matron, Miss Snodgrass. JOHN R. MARTIN, Hon. Secretary.
('logher, Co. Tyrwne. The article on diet is a model of its kind, and the method of calculation of a diet of known caloric value is fully and lucidly described. In every disease where diet is of special importance, as in diabetes, ulcerative colitis, typhoid fever, etc., suitable diets are given in detail. Dr. Allison's classification of various conditions, such as nephritis, follows the line of recent research, and we note with approval that essential hypertension is definitely removed from the nephritic group, and treated as a distinct entity.
The method of investigation of patients with such presenting symptoms as dyspepsia, contsipation, diarrhcea, headache, vertigo, etc., is described, and the importance of accurate diagnosis before the institution of haphazard treatment is stressed.
One of the most useful sections in this book is that dealing with the psychoneuroses. In every practice these unfortunate people present a difficult problem, too often avoided and shunned by the medical practitioner. If the methods suggested by Dr. Allison are followed, the problems presented by many of these patients can be unravelled, teaching them to live in closer harmony with their environment.
The general practitioner will find practical and helpful advice in every section, whether he turns to articles dealing with such emergencies as haemoptisis and hamatemisis, of acute illnesses as coronary thrombosis, lobar pneumonia, and acute anterior poleomylitis; of the more chronic forms of disease such as the cardiac case, the various types of paralysis, the neuro-syphilitic, etc.
The sections dealing with surgical problems which lie within the scope of the medical practitioner have been written with the painstaking care and accuracy so characteristic a feature in all the work of Mr. C. A. Calvert. The article dealing with the important subject of head injury, its immediate treatment, and the indications for operative and conservative treatment, will prove of immense value to the medical man in his anxious watch over such a case. The section dealing with fractures gives a comprehensive survey of the general aspects of treatment, and a detailed account of the treatment of fractures of special bones. The article on appendicitis and its treatment in cases seen at various intervals after the onset is most helpful and lucid. These few examples taken at random demonstrate the assistance these sections may be to the practitioner far from skilled surgical assistance. Mr. C. H. G. Macafee is responsible for the articles on midwifery and gynaecology. The conduct of normal labour in every stage is considered in full detail, and the advice given in dealing with emergencies and complications is full of practical wisdom. The difficult subject of hormone therapy and menstrual disorders is clearly and critically discussed. The description of Hormbrook's exercises for prolapse is wvell worthy of study. A sane review is given of the vexed question of contraception. In a word, for the general practitioner in whose practice obstetrics and gynqecology figure largely, these sections of the Dictionary will prove of the greatest value.
Dr. Ivan H. The excellent index, compiled by Dr. C. M. Ottley, is full, and reference to the subject matter in the text is thus expedited.
The Dictionary would be rendered still more valuable by the addition of a few diagrams; the lack of these is especially noticeable in the article on fractures. A fuller reference in the form of foot-notes to the authorities quoted would be an addition appreciated by those readers who desire to consult the original papers.
In conclusion, we congratulate Dr. Allison and Mr. Calvert, and their collaborators in maintaining the high traditions established in the past by the Dictionary of Treatment, and in preserving the associations of this work with the Belfast Medical School, an association which has endured for almost half a century. THIS book, which in former editions was known as " Materia Medica and Therapeutics," has now reached the fifteenth edition, and its title has been changed in order to emphasise the increasing importance of pharmacology. The book has been well produced, and the subject matter is well arranged, concise, and up to date. A brief account of such recent work as the uses of mandelic acid salts, zinc protamine insulin, benzedrine, prostigmine, ovarian hormones, vitamin B, etc., is now included. It would have increased the usefulness of the book to the general practitioner if, when proprietary drugs are mentiond, the B.P., B.P.C., or ordinary equivalent name had been indicated, or at any rate some indication given that such drugs are proprietary.
THE PHARMACOLOGY AND THERAPEUTIICS
The practitioner will find this handy-sized volume useful not only for refreshing his memory on general descriptions of drugs, but also for its valuable section on general therapeutics and pharmacology. The book can be thoroughly recommended to the medical student also, as one of the best textbooks on the subject.
STUDENTS' HANDBOOK OF SURGICAL OPERATIONS. By Sir Frederick
Treves THERE are two factors which tend to make any book of this kind a source of abhorrence to' the student. The first of these is that the student must try to acquire, its data without having either the time or opportunities to see its dictates practised; secondly, at this stage of his career the student's knowledge of anatomy is minimal. These two factors render operative surgery a far more nauseous subject to assimilate than its companion clinical surgery. But Mr. Wakeley has overcome both of these difficulties, and has made an interesting and readable book. At first sight it is alarming in the wide field of surgery it covers. However, more familiar procedures are found to be treated with the same meticulous care that characterises the whole book. In this respect the author has gone too far, in that he describes the position af assistants and the direction of various incisions to suit himself; a right-handed worker. Various workers would modify these directions to their own comfort; the left-handed man must reverse them.
The anatomical descriptions are short and exact. If they could be improved in any way it would be towards more purely anatomical diagrams. The diagrams are for the most part excellent, but in some instances a certain amount of cross-reference has to be conducted in following the text.
The student going up for his "final" will find this book admirably suited to his requirements. He must not expect it to be a "grind" in operative surgery; it contains all that the student requires, and will stimulate his interest in a field of work in which there is more scope for study after qualification.
